
Topic Westward Expansion 

Lesson Title: Examining the Westward push 

Objectives: 1. Students will examine how the government might have pushed people 
westward through primary sources and government deals on land. 

2. Students will be able to correctly identify a primary source from a secondary 
source. 

3. Students will be able to list the positive and negative aspects of using primary 
sources. 

Mississippi Social Studies 
Framework Connections  

SS 8.2.c: Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic incentives associated with 
westward expansion, including the concept of Manifest Destiny (e.g., the Lewis and 
Clark expedition, accounts of the removal of Indians, the Cherokees‘ ―Trail of Tears,‖ 
settlement of the Great Plains) and the territorial acquisitions that spanned numerous 
decades. 
US History from Post-Reconstruction to Present 7.a: Examine cultural artifacts 
(including but not limited to visual art, literature, music, theatre, sports) to 
contextualize historical developments. 

NCSS Theme (2) Time, Continuity, and Change 

CCSS ELA or CCSS ELA SS CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1, 6-8.2, 6-8.7, 6-8.8,  

Assessment 
 

Formative: Response to discussion about the primary documents, & identification of 
secondary and primary sources at the end of class 
 
Summative: Student’s paragraph will be evaluated to see if they understand the 
positive and/or negative impacts of moving west, as well as the use of primary 
documents 

Procedures: 

1. Before  
 

.  

  
2. During  

 



3. After 
 

4. Assessment  
a. students will write a paragraph explaining why they would or would not choose to move their family 

west in the conditions of the lesson's time period and situation  
b. students will be shown 2-3 different primary and secondary documents and be asked to identify which is 

primary and which is secondary 
c. students will collaborate as a class to create a list of reasons why primary documents can be good as 

well as why they have to be used cautiously  
 


