Topic
Lesson Title:
Objectives:

Mississippi Social Studies
Framework Connections
NCSS Theme (2)
CCSS ELA or CCSS ELA SS
Assessment

Boston Massacre
Who’s to Blame for the Boston Massacre?
1. Students will understand the importance of determining bias within a
document.
2. Students will use sources from multiple perspectives to gain a more holistic
understanding of the Boston Massacre.
3. Students will write a newspaper article that proves their understanding of
both the British soldiers and Boston colonists’ perspective of the Boston
Massacre.
SS 8.1: Understand the major events, actors and ideas that precipitated the founding
of the nation and relate their significance to the development of American
constitutional democracy.
Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
Power, Authority and Governance
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH: 6-8.1, 6-8.2, 6-8.6, 6-8.7, 6-8.8, 6-8.9
Formative: Student ability to analyze and identify biases within primary sources;
student ability to group sources by perspective; student ability to identify more
credible sources
Summative: Student article will be evaluated for completeness, effort, creativity, and
correctly identifying source purpose and perspective.

Procedures:
1. Before

Students will be asked to write down what they have learned in previous classes about the Boston Massacre.
Student responses will likely include that British soldiers shot into a crowd and killed Bostonians, that Crispus
Attucks was the first murdered, and that it led to the American Revolution. Some students may also mention
that the British soldiers were quartered in the colonies and that the colonists were upset with King George and
the British Parliament.
After students have shared this with the class, the teacher will then explain the definitions of compelling and
supporting questions to the students. The teacher will then tell students to compare the video and their
previous knowledge of the Boston Massacre. Given the disparity between what they just watched and what
they knew beforehand, students will question, “Who’s to blame for the Boston Massacre?” The teacher will
ask whether this is a compelling or supporting question. The students will respond that this is an overarching,
compelling question. Students will then come up with several other supporting questions.

The teacher will ask the students what they need to solve their questions. Students will say they need more
information or evidence. The teacher will then explain that she will be providing students with documents
from different perspectives. Students will analyze these primary documents. Students will use the documents
to write a balanced newspaper article (reporting as an eyewitness of the event) reporting both the Boston
citizens’ view and the British soldiers’ perspective of the Boston Massacre.
2. During

3. After

4. Assessment

Students will be evaluated on their narrative on the following criteria:
a. Students correctly grouped sources into those that support either the British or Colonial perspective
within their article.
b. Students attempted to answer the compelling question and some supporting questions.
c. Students created articles that incorporated in depth analysis.
d. Students created engaging articles.
e. Students created an article that was free of grammar and spelling errors.

